Special Committees on Local Admission and Overseas Admission
General

This year is the second after a change of the law due to the coming into operation of all those provisions of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Ordinance 2000 on 28 March 2003.   The new provisions include inter alia a new Section 27 of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance Cap 159 and the Barristers (Qualification for Admission and Pupillage) Rules. They brought into effect consistent criteria of admission of foreign lawyers whether they were from Commonwealth or non-Commonwealth jurisdictions, and are therefore consistent with the general obligations of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (“GATS”) which require such criteria to be objective, reasonable, non-discriminatory and standards-based.

Admission

Up to 18 December 2004, there were in total 65 admissions, compared with 21 in 2003.  This is mainly due to the fact that since 28 March 2003, a person has to take 6 months pupillage before he can be qualified and applied for admission.    Of those 65 admissions, 57 had proceeded with private practice.  The profile of the applications of this year, compared with those since 1999/2000, is set out in Annex I.

Admissions of Overseas Counsel

Under the new regime, overseas counsels continue to be admitted.  Up to 14 December 2004, the Bar received notification of 35 proposed applications of overseas silks this year.  The Bar consented to 32 of them.

Of the 2 cases where consent was refused, they had been proceeded with by the applicants.   The statistics for this year and 2003 are set out in Annex II.

Conclusion

I would like to thank in particular Ms Mona Clarke of the Bar Secretariat for all her great support and assistance.  The Bar has consistently grown in numbers and her efficiency and efficacy in initial screening of the applications regarding local admission has always been an asset to the Committee.

Andrew Mak
Hon Secretary
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Dated :  18 December 2004
                                                                                                      (Annex II)

	Overseas Admissions


	Year

2003
	Year

 2004



	No. of proposed Application Received
	36
	35

	No. of Application Admitted
	29
	29

	No. of Consent Given
	26
	32

	No. of Consent Not Given
	10
	2

	- Consent Not Given and Application not proceeded with
	5
	2

	- Consent Not Given and Application subsequently 

           Admitted by the Court
	4
	0

	- Consent Not Given and Application subsequently

           Dismissed by the Court
	1
	0


Dated: 14th  December 2004

